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KEYNOTE ADDRESS
"THAT CULTURE AND GLOBALIZATION"
By
H.E. GEN. PREM TINSULANCGNDA

PRIVY COUNCILOR AND STATESMAN
OM THE QOCASION
OF
THE HONORARY HICTORAL DEGREE OF LaW CONFERMENT CEREMONY
Al THE ALUDITORIUM, BARGEQE UNIVERSITY
THURSDAY. JAMUARY 23, 19497

Chairman of the Beard of Trustees and Honorable Guasts:

| would like to thank you for conterring the Honorary Doctoral Degree of Law on
ma and giving me the honor to share my exparences with you. First of all, let me tell you
frankly that | am nol a real scholar so whal | am going to share with all of you mostly
comes from my life experiences rather than any wntten stones. And since the topic | was
ariginally askad by the President to deliver was already covered in the booklat given out
o all ol you loday by Dr. Prasop, the President of the Statesman Fourdation, | am
pleased 1o speak on "Thai Cullure and Globalization® instead.

"Globalization” is a new and most popular word for us nowadays. Many of us refer
to it and | think all of you understand its meaning. In my opinion, globalization would bear
some elfects on Thai culture in ane way or another and therefore, it is worth discussing.
It is cartain thal the less the warld is apart, the morg effective giobalization will become,
especialy on Thal culture and our way of living, However, one thing | would like to
emphasize is thal, no matter how drastic the impact may be, we have to be prepared and
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not panic but rather consider changing step Lo the world's development, My IMpression
is that the flow of changes into our country has brought a mixture of he good and the
bad, A= a result. the effect on our society is both positive and negative depending on
how well we can pick up the former and avoid the latter. It we look back inlo our past,
we can see that our ancestors were capable of adapting only the best pans from other
cultures, Chinese and Indian for instance, which enrched, our culture. We should follow

thair footsteps 1o strengthen our precious cullure as they did.

Curing the past 40 years, Thailand has been playing a defensive role in the arena
of political, sconomic, and social changes from the West, MNevertheless, (oday's bourdless
world gives us the opperunities to play offensively in disseminating our worthy culture lo
the waorld, Through the long time, we have accumulated wisdom of the Thai and cultural
heritage which Is invaluable and universal, We should make known all this 1o the world,
Today the culture of the East has begun fo flow into the Wast who has readily accepted
it. So, this is a good chance o present our precious henlage. Huay Kha Khang of

Thailand, for example, has been declared one of the world's great treasures.

The other reason for my choosing this topic is | find Bangkok University a reputed
and well-recognized higher educalional institution, whose students and staff should
benafit fram this information. Mot only does globalization atfect education but it also
affects our way of life, radition and culture. The clear example is a "handshake,” a
gestura of greeting. This is ot Thai at all; it is the international way of gresting we adopl
only in such intemational contexts as ceremonies in spofs events.  Another good
example is Valenting's Day, western cullure exprassion of love among youths which is
widely known among the Thai nowadays. However, love is a virtue that should live

evaryday in every heart.
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According 10 the Royal Institute's Thar Dictionary, "cufture” is defined as what
causes growlh of a group or the members' way of life. Generally speaking, "culture” is
a-collective roun with no definite meaning. To illustrate, let us have a look at the cullures
ol our different regeons.  In Thadand, each region - the Morth, the South, the East, the
West, and the Norlheast - has its destinguished culture of which uniqueness calls for
preservation.  Yal, one common value remains threughout our country; that is, the
instilution of the Thal family.  Thal family institute Is exceptional in that membars of
differant ganerations unite in physical and meantal bonds, ideally from birth till their deathbed.
We tand 1o live togather as an extendad lamily with love and commilment - not a nuclear

farmily a5 that in other countries.

Today | would like 1o emphasize only two topics: "Thal Language® and "Education
‘as Related 1o Glebalizalion®, Thai language dates further back than 700 years ago in the
reign of King Ramkhamhaang. It best describas Thai identity, The language 1s besutiful
Iri ilselt with consonanis, vowals, 1one marks and its unigue number sivle, Experts have
sugnested that there are approsimately 3,000 languages spoken over the world, but only
less than 100 of which have their own written forms, and, proudly spaaking, Thai languags
iz one of those few. When compared to ether countries, we can seae that some languages
have to share the language of others. For example, Australia and MNew Zealand shara
the English fanguage, and those in South Amenca share the language of Span, Thes
shoudd pul more emphasis on how great our Thai language 5. | would, therelore, like
Thai people, especially the studenis of Bangkok University, 1o lake this into consideralion
and help preserve our language so that it will be averlasting.

It is widely sald thal, when the fiow of globalization becomes greater and greater
in & or 10 years ahead, activities of people around the workd will be more alike, reflected
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in their daily life from maorning fill night - getting up in the moming, having breakfast,
getting dressed, and living on "fast food®, This may be nght because everyihing changes
very rapidly, yet, it is balieved that one thing will remain, although affected: language -
the means of communication. Evidence of the rapid changes taking place is the formation
of European Union. We may further expect the introduction of the "Euro-Dollar” by the
Evropean Union. The fulure may leave us anly a few currencias which belong to Europe,
America and Asia as a whole. Unaware, we might evantually see languages like English,
French, or German, which are officially used in this high technology world taking the
place of our Thal language in 5 or 10 years. Our language would be less spoken and its

unigue characteristics might fade and, even worse, torgelten.

As for the dialects of Thailand, in my opinion, they are also beautiful by themselves,
na rratter which part of the country thay belong to - North, South, Wesl, or East. These
will gradually be removed by the rapid flow of globalization. What | pity most is the
unique characteristics of Thal numbers because, | think, Thailand is the only country in
Asia that has its own number slyle. Foreign language, especially English, plays an
impartant role in all forms of media such as radio, television, and newspaper.  Currently,
Thai language seems 10 be fading away as we can see that so many “game shows" or
programs on television and radio are named in English, Such media s driving our
language down the drain, Thay not only use less Tha bul also spoil and misuse [he
language. Conseguently, Thai family unit may suffer from it when struggling to preserve
both Thal culture and language, especially in 10-20 years ahead, The nexl generation
would find no clues to how thair kin lived hall cenury ago since averything in our lives

waould certainly change. So | would like all of you to please give it some thought.

The other impartant subject accompanying Thar language ks education in Thailand,
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Some may argue thal education is not Thal culture.  But, from my paint of view, it Is.
Let's have a look al how giobalization makes changes in education, The most obvious
ks new technology and new educatcnal instruments that make teaching-learming meredibly
efficiant, Howewver, as | have mentionad, Thai language will be used less even in
education, for example, there are no exact definitons in Tha: for the words "computer”
and “technology”. They are so frequently used that they become part of Thal language
and, yel, understood by all, Globalization will increase teaching-leaming efficiency 1o
better educaleé our people - our human rescurce - and enhance their vision while
tessening needed learming tima. Howaver, the more advanced it grows, the higher fhe

gxpense that lolows,

You muysi have heard of 1ISON, Integraled Services Digial Network, which is used
in distance education. Lecluring &l one site will appear live on monitors all over the
cauntry.  The sludents can interactivaly communicate with the lecturer while leaming.
Meverthetess, | am afraid, the cost might be so high that we cannat afford i, ISDN can
also be appled for medical care busingss and telaconferance. Mestings may ocour
aither in office or at home through these high lechnology devices. Howaver, one thing |
would like to menbon hera 15 the widening gap between the education development In
Banghkok and that in the remote areas. Schools up-country, ke those in S Sakeat and
Mae Hong Son, surely cannot aflord such devices. This is ancther pant 1o ponder,

Andther new invention is the robot which seems able to do everything as efficiently
as we Jo, Il nol more so. Yel, in fact, nothing can replace human baings, We have
minds, commaon sense, espacially leelings that can be conveved to others. In contrast,
robots don't have any of these; they are operated by computers. So, | can assure You
that, nothing can replace human beings, and in educalion it 15 the same. The most
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