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Distinguished Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is indeed a great pleasure for me to be invited by
the Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University, to
preside over the opening ceremony of this international
conference. To all the distinguished participants from

overseas, I extend a very warm welcome to our country.

Distinguished Participants,

I am a firm believer in the value of education as a
crucial factor for the development of individual and for
national development. I am thus delighted and find it
timely that we have here gathered today from all corners of
the world, to share and exchange views on the important
topic of teacher education in the context of the twenty—first
century, to see what we can do together to prepare

ourselves better for the improvement of teacher education.

The teaching profession plays the pivotal role in the
molding of our children. Second only to our parents, our
teachers have always been the ones we turn to for advice

and encouragement, both in our pursuit of learning and
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personal problems. Some 15 — 20 years of our formative
years are spent with people in the teaching profession at
the various levels of education. Not only is the teaching
profession important to the development of a child’s
intellect and individual personality, it is also, at the macro—
level, the indispensable link in our effort to improve our

societies and national economies.

Distinguished Participants,

How best can we prepare our teaching force to meet
the challenges of the twenty—first century with all its

economic and social implications ?

To me, the UNESCO "“World Conference on Education
for AIl", which Thailand was proud to host at Jomtien in
1990, may serve as a most appropriate point of reference.
The Conference declared the last decade of the twentieth
century to be the Decade for Basic Education for All with
a view to inviting Member States to take actions to ensure
the right to basic education for their peoples. The right to
basic education, as defined by the World Conference, covers
the most impressionable stage of our life span, from early
childhood to primary education, and, in certain countries,

up to the lower secondary level,




THE STATESMAN FOUNDATION

Founding Principles of the Statesman Foundation

I. Truth, Honesty, Sacrifice and Loyalty
2. Dedication to your Home land=Thailand

Objectives of the Statesman Foundation

1. To promote truth, Honesty, Sacrifice and Loyalty of
the citizens of Thailand

2. To promote and strengthen traditional Thai values
and Thai customs.

3. To support and promote Thai Culture to the People
throughout the Kingdom of Thailand

4. To vigorously support and promote traditional Prac
tices—Thai Way of Life.
3. To promote and support government agencies and

private sectors that share similar goals.

6. To cooperate and work with other charities to En
hance public benefits—Humanitarian Action.




P ——— = T —

It is fair to say that the collective decision taken
then, at the World Conference, by Member States has
greatly contributed to the acceleration of the coverage of

basic education at the global level.

In Thailand itself, I am happy to note that, as we
are approaching the Mid—Decade for Basic Education for
All this year, we have been able to achieve a highly
gratifying result. Nevertheless, our task is far from over.
The issue of basic education would still remain with us,

although the emphasis of educational concerns would be

placed more on the improvement of education quality. In
this respect, teacher education in the twenty—first century
must therefore be geared towards producing teachers of a
caliber that would enable them to deliver education of high

quality to the young generation.

In addition to the improvement of the quality of
education, attention should also be given to the production
of teachers who would be sufficiently equipped with special
skills and knowledge to teach disadvantaged groups of
people, such as, children of ethnic minority groups or
handicapped children, addressing their specific problems.
I single out for special mention the training of special

education teachers since there is still an acute shortage of




special education teachers in Thailand, a dilemma which,

I believe, is shared in many other places around the world.

Distinguished Participants,

Basic education aside, there are indeed other aspects
of teacher education which are also fundamental for the
improvement of the quality of life, Of perennial relevance,
teacher education must seek to foster competent
employment skills and technical know-how which suit the
ever-changing demands of the labor market. We must make
sure that those who have received schooling, be it
at the primary, secondary or tertiary levels, obtain

employment necessary for their livelihood.

More importantly, a strong component in our educa—
tional policy must be a teacher education which fosters
positive human qualities. For the attainment of the desired
quality of life, teacher education should aim at bringing out
in every one of us the very best side of humanity to ensure
that such qualities as integrity, honesty, social responsibility
and caring for others are always with us, determining each
and every one of our action. Only with this objective in

mind can we hope to achieve progress in better society with




better environment and international understanding. In
Thailand, we are indeed proud in this regard to find that
His Majesty the King exemplifies the ideal quality where

education and humanity meet.

I can well echo the view expressed by the President
of Chulalongkorn University that this conference shows the
unprecedented outpouring of public pride and personal
affection that greets the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary
of His Majesty King Bhumipol Adulyadej’s accession to the
throne. The intensity of respect felt by all Thai people for
His Majesty stems in large part from his strong determi-—
nation to use his education and social position to improve
public welfare, his way of fashioning a concept of kingship
that meets the needs of a rapidly changing society, at once
traditional and creatively modern, and also his never
simply issuing a directive but leiting the impetus come
from the local population. All his dedication and manner,
I feel, have truly defined one facet of his greatness as a
ruler, being a model for all modern teacher educators, in
this last decade of the Twentieth century.




Distinguished Participants.

As rapid social, economic, and political changes con—
tinue to escalate throughout the world, goals, concepts and
practices of education should be redefined and reorganized
accordingly. In response to these changing characteristics
of education, teachers as the most important change agents
in education should be trained adequately to cope with
their changing roles in society. The challenging duty, therefore,
is to improve teacher education that would lead to an
educational reform while maintaining the balance combina—
tion of knowledge, attitude and teacher ethics. Teacher
educators in an era of rapid change, I truly believe, should,
therefore, follow His Majesty's pathway in meeting the
needs arising from those far-reaching changes with a strong
determination to apply the universal methodology and to
set their own pattern that suits local situations.

Distinguished Participants.

I am confident that this conference will help forge
new directions and strategies for teacher education to
respond dynamically to the emergence of new educational

challenges and cooperation among teacher educators,




administrators as well as policy makers of the public and
private sectors and the academic community in the region,

resulting in greater benefits for all concerned.

In wishing you every success in your deliberations, I

now have much pleasure in declaring the Conference open.




“The Advent of the 21" Century : The Rise of Asia”
Speech
By
H.E. General Prem Tinsulanonda
November 26, 1996
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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Past Experiences

QOver the last five decades, Asia has experienced
political, economic, social and technological transformations
great in substance and extensive in scale. At times violent
and painful, at other times peaceful and incremental, these
changes have nonetheless imbued us Asians with a sense of
self confidence, a readiness to proceed to the 21" Century.
The transformations herald Asia’s success story, projecting

it as a region of economic progress, wealth, security, peace

and harmony.
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Fifty years ago, Japan was in the midst of debris as
a result of the Second World War; fierce confrontation went
on between Chinese Nationalists and Chinese Communists ;
conflicts between Hindus and Muslims resulted in the di—
vision of India into two nations, India and Pakistan; and
Indonesia’s quest for independence was accompanied by a
civil war. However, transformations since, have been of
such a magnitude quite unimaginable then. We have indeed
witnessed “the Asian Miracle”.

To arrive where we are now, we Asians have had to
endure violent struggles in the midst of these changes,.
Politically, during the Cold War, Asia was the stage for
power struggles between dictatorship, communism and
democracy, ones which reflected ideological differences among
political movements and elites in the region as well as
conflicts between the Superpowers, namely the United States
and the Soviet Union.

In the aftermath of the Second World War, nation—
alist Asians had to engagge in violent and unrelenting
struggles to liberate their countries from Western colonial—
ism and to institutionalize democratic government. This
was clear in the cases of India, Myanmar, Indonesia, the
Philippines, Malaysia and Singapore.
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During the Cold War period, the major political
problems facing the countries of Asia was connected with
the search for a political system with the capacity to
tackle problems of immediacy and imporiance including
poverty, communist insurgency, ethnic differences and
conflicts, nation—building, political instability and govern=—
mental inefficiency. However, discovery was not rapid.
These problems generated a sense of insecurity in the
Southeast Asian region. On the other hand, they encour—
aged the ASEAN member nations to become unified in
their quest to deal with the problems. They tried to stand
on their own feet rather than to look for assistance from
Western powers. This generated a determination to fashion
their own methods of problem—solving rather than to allow
Superpowers to do so.

Toward the 217 century

Today many nations in the Asian region have
encountered success in dealing with the aforementioned
conflicts. They have demonstrated their abilities in engen—
dering their own methods of conflict resolution based upon

wisdom, intellect, lessons from history and non—adherence
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to Western methods. Success was thus not a matter of

chance or fortune.

It cannot be denied that immediately after the
Second World War, the political institutions, ideologies
thoughts or philosophies in many countries of the region
were subject to Western influences. Since these political
institutions were unfamiliar to the region and not linked to
its history, they were not deeply rooted in Asian societies.
They were as a result weak and fragile, incapable of being
pillar institutions. The democratic governmental system
emulated from the West thus failed. However, success
came when leaders sought their own ways to strengthen
and improve the democratic political systems of their
respective countries. They paid due attention to their
respective situations and environments. This was true in
India, Singapore, Malaysia, South Korea, the FPhilippines
and Thailand. As can be seen in many cases, success in
democratization came when democratic aspirations acquired
global dimensions in the post Cold War era.

Democracy in these countries in actually quite
diverse. This is true on a number of dimensions, namely
the acceptable extent of political expression, as it applies
to its ordinary people and the mass media alike, the degree
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of integrity and honesty, the level of efficiency in problem
solving, and also the strength of democracy itself. Singapore
provides an example of efficiency and honesty in a
democratic system but political expression remains limited
there. In Thailand, citizens and the mass media are
granted much freedom, yet government efficiency is low.
Japan has been attempting to deal with the problem of
“money politics” through reform of the election system by
combining proportional representation and single—member
constituencies methods. It will take a long time before one

can be sure what results. These differences in democratic

forms and achievements will remain as regional countries

march into the 21" century.

It should be noted that not all countries have changed
their political systems to democracy. China remains under
Communist Party rule, as do Vietnam and North Korea. In
Myanmar, the military regime remains powerful. However.
China and Vietnam have at least opened up their countries
to the outside world and are more accepting of the free
market so as to catch up with other countries in the region
which have been economically successful. Asian nations
entering the 21" century with different political systems but

with less conflict in many areas. Cooperation will increase.
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Even though there is some concern that a future change in
the Chinese leadership will affect the continuation of present
policies of the Chinese government, this is mere conjecture.
When the political environment and the free market economy
are taken into consideration, China is unlikely to divert
from present policies even if there is a change in the

leadership.

A new phenomenon in Asia is regional integration
and multi—lateralism. The Association of Southeast Asian
Nations or ASEAN has proven itself successful in
Southeast Asia, as seen in the resolution of the conflict in
Cambodia. ASEAN has also initiated the ASEAN Regional
Forum, or ARF, so that Asia Pacific countries, including
India, can come together to consider security issues of the
Asia Pacific. ASEAN is playing an important role in
pressuring for the peaceful resolution of the South China
Sea issue. The strength of ASEAN is well proven as it
admits new members, with Cambodia and Laos Joining
next year and Myanmar, in due course. Southeast Asia
is progressing toward the 21" century unified under the
so—called ASEAN Ten or One Southeast Asia.

In future, ASEAN and the Asean Regional Forum

(ARF) will remain fora for discussion and debate in search
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of agreements on security issues in the Asia Pacific region.
Superpower conflict and rivalry typical of the Cold War will
not appear again but certain disputes will remain security
issues for the region. These include the dispute over the
Spratly Islands in the South China sea, the conflict
between China and Taiwan, or between North Korea and
South Korea. In addition there are arms build—ups
engaged in by many regional countries. ASEAN and the
ARF will surely develop mechanisms for multilateral
agreements in halting and in resolving such tensions and
conflicts, with a conseguence that the nation state and

national sovereignty diminish in importance.

It is now accepled that Asia, especially FEast and
Southeast Asia, is experiencing the highest rate of growth
which is likely to continue into the future. South Korea,
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore have transformed
themselves into newly industirialized countries, and are
followed in this regard by China, Malaysia, Thailand,
Indonesia and the Philippines. Late comer Vietnam is
close behind. All in all, this economic success is most
spectacular considering that at the end of the Second
World War, Asian countries except Japan had 80 percent

of their populations in rural areas, living lives of scarcity.
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In merely five decades, Asia has become the region with
the highest rate of economic growth. According to World
Bank data, between 1974 and 1993, East Asia and Southeast
Asia had an average annual growth rate of 7.5 percent,
and between 1994 and 2003, the figure of 7.6 percent is
projected.  In the year 2020, China will have the biggest

economy in the world, and South Korea, Indonesia,
Thailand, Japan, India, and Taiwan will be among the first
fifteen countries with the largest economies.

In economic matters, ASEAN has set up the ASEAN
Free Trade Area or AFTA so as to promote free trade in
South East Asia. APEC was established to achieve the
same objective for the Asia Pacific in the 21" century.
All this demonstrates the progressiveness of Asian
economies in accepting the free market system. In the past,
they emphasized trade protectionism. As we approach the
new century, the presence of economic interdependence will
be felt in the region and economic issues will continue to
dominate the region and the world. Economic interdepen—
dence will lead towards the development and the strength—
ening of regional economic institutions and mechanisms,
with the consequence that each country's national

sovereignty and the nation state will diminish in
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importance. Such organizations and institutions will
nonetheless not be dominant over national governments.
They will become more accepted and will increasingly
be allowed to play roles in the promotion of cooperation

between regional states.

In addition to regional economic integration, there

are economic projects in specific territorial areas arising

from cooperation hetween neighboring countries in the
development of economic zones straddling their respective
territories. The economic growth triangle project between
Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia is an example and these
will multiply, making the Asian economy more clearly
borderless and emphasizing that economic interdependence

has become a necessity.

Problems to be confronted

Even though Asia has been successful in developing
democracy, in maintaining peace, and in achieving
economic progress, it is confronted with a number of

challenges as it approaches the 21 Century.

A challenge faced by almost all Asian countries is

the increasing diversity within, especially the growth of
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what is called “civil society . To what extent can their
political systems be opened up, is the guestion that needs
to be asked. In the past, many countries in Asia used
the authoritarian system, a closed system, in order to
accelerate economic growth. South Korea, Taiwan and
Indonesia provide examples. However, with economic growth
has come the expansion of a number of social groups.
Among these, non—governmental organizations (NGOs) have
worked to strengthen society and community, and have
been in the forefront of struggles for the rights and
interests of ordinary people and the disadvantaged. The
political system thus has to adapt itself in response to
demands. Thailand is facing the expansion of social groups
and non—governmental organizations and they have
increasingly gained acceptance. Economic development in
Vietnam and China will force these two countries open up
their political systems. Yet, the question remains as to the
extent to which Asian political systems could adapt to
respond to the growth of civil society.

As civil society becomes stronger, politics will become
the business of the people than more before. The
organizations and institutions, such as ASEAN, which we

have set up have been at the behests of governments and
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leaders. The people have not been involved much. However,
the trend for the future is for the people to increasingly
assume roles in these activities, with the consequence that

governments and leaders will have to adapt in order to
successfully of respond to these changes.

In not a few of the countries of this region, there
continue to exist gaps between the rich and the poor, and
between urban and rural areas. In China, India, Indonesia,
disparities between urban areas with economic development
and rural ones will become greater, In Thailand, we are
very concerned about this, since rural poverty is most
apparent.  These disparities will encourage rural—urban
migration. It is estimated that in the year 2000, Thailand'’s
urban population will increase from 386.6 percent to 43
percent. Simultaneously, migration across national borders
will also increase. Thailand is receiving more illegal
migrant labor than ever before, to the tune of several
thousand people, Malaysia the same. This is something
most difficult to eliminate if economic disparities amongst
neighboring countries persist. People from poorer lands will
migrate to seek work in richer neighboring countries, spawning
problems related to urban poverty and cultural differences.
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International crimes have also been on the increase.
Drug trafficking is a prime example. Thailand has been
earnest and strict in its efforts to fight against this with
some success. Yet, Thailand remains the passage way for
drugs. Drug traffickers have become more sophisticated in
their methods and have built up complex networks, making
suppression more difficult. It is believed that the United
States will continue to be concerned to assist Asian efforts

aimed at suppressing drug production and trafficking. Such

assistance would help us move closer to our goal.

Environmental degradation is another matter of
importance which requires cooperation across national
borders. Economic development has led to wastefill use of
natural resources in some countries, with the effect of
upsetting the ecological balance across borders. Rapid
industrialization has led to pollution and environmental
destruction. Many Asian countries have tried to remedy
this situation. Japan is one which is progressive in
environmental protection. Efficient use of natural resources
and energy, effective pollution control, as well as recycling
to minimize resource waste, are of interest to many Asian
countries, but they differ in their capabilities. Thailand is

very concerned and has done much to protect the environ—
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ment. Yet environmental destruction continues to occur.
For instance, in 1985 we has some 95,000 sq.kms. of forest
cover but in 1993, only 82,600 sq.kms. remain. Though,
forest conservation and reafforestation projects are pursued
continuously, replenishment has not been commensurate
with destruction. India also has problems with wild life
protection. There, the number of wild animals, such as
tigers, has decreased to the extent that they are highly
likely to become extinct.

As for regional security, the United States is likely to
maintain an important role in fostering security in the Asia
Pacific. Tension in the Korean Peninsula and the difficult
relationship between China and Taiwan will remain signifi—
cant security issues in the region. The United States would
prefer to see regional states keeping the exercise a greater
role in region secure such as Japan. Yet Japan itself is
undecided and ambiguous about its own role. It wants the
United States to maintain its presence at present day
levels. Another consideration is that China's development
of military capabilities may change the balance of power in
the region. The direction of change in the balance of power

remains unclear as Asia approaches the 21" Century.
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Economic expansion and the adoption of new
technology including telecommunicatons has promoted the
flow of information including recreational and cultural traits.
Borderlessness becomes more apparent. Therefore, as we
approach the 21% century, change in values, with material—
ism and consumerism, are coming in to replace traditional
values, undercutting long—standing ethical standards. Our
peoples will become confused in their identities. This
confusion will on the one hand lead to “localization” or the
attachment of greater significance to their own ethnic and
local cultures and traditions. On the other hand, it will

also but differently lead to greater acceptance of universal
or global norms. Therefore, we will encounter a contradic—
tory trend. Attachment to the nation—state lessens as
societies become borderless; but at the same time ethnic
consciousness and the search for identity in ones own
localities and regions will also mount as a defence against

Western cultural which accompany technological progress.

The Diversity of Asian Ways

“Asian Values” or the “Asian renaissance , which

looks back to cultural foundations passed on from the
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past, has become the vogue for creating the identity of
being Asian. It is an expression of confidence in the
successes of states in this region and in entering the new
century as equals with western states. However, Asia
remains a region with internal diversity in religion, ethnicity,
language and culture. “Asian Values” is therefore not the
property of any one or two countries to proclaim at will.
Asian Values are diverse, reflecting different cultural
foundations, traditions and histories, even though

borderlessness has become more apparent.

The Thai experience is an example of success born of
certain strengths, different from those of other countries in
the same region. It vies for a place in the strength of Asia.
The characteristic value is the middle way, exhibited in the
tolerance of differences and the willingness to assimilate
and to adapt to differences. Should not this cultural trait
be admitted as one of the Asian ways of problem solving

in this region as we embark on the 2I1st century.

In the last five decades, Thailand has confronted
numerous problems, from poverty, political instability, weak
democratic governments, dishonesty of public figures, to the
communist threat. Nonetheless, Thailand has cut through
those obstacles and dealt with the problems with a certain
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degree of success. Adherence to the middle way of mod—
eration, perseverance, tolerance of differences and adapta—
tion has been its strength. Thailand has successfully dealt
with the communist threat not through the primary use of
military force but through political means of achieving
understanding and compromise, including the granting of
amnesty together with the eradication of conditions
conducive to communist insurgency. The conditions are, of
course poverty, exploitation by the economic powerful and
repression at the hands of public officials. In dealing with
other kinds of political conflict, one can see tolerance of
differences in thought and attitude and attempts to change
so as to reduce differences. For instance, the Thai military

has come to terms with civilian rule through the electoral
process; Parliament has conceded that our new constitution
will be drafted by a special council popularly constituted
for the purpose. In economic sphere, the 1980s has seen
the private sector able to respond to government policy of
export—led growth. Thailand now has a diverse range of
export goods in place of the previous dependence on a few
commodities. This, of course, accounted for our economic

SUCCessS.
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In social and cultural fields, Thailand is exemplary in
its cultural assimilation.  Tolerance of differences has
ensured cultures coexisted. We do not oppose the diffusion
of western culture, we are ready to learn about the best in
Western culture, but we will only adopt those aspects
which we can integrate with ours and which will not
destroy what is good in ours. The issue now is how we

can mix Western culture with our traditional culture.

This year is in Thailand the year for celebrating His
Majesty the King's Golden Jubilee. Throughout the last 50
years, His Majesty has demonstrated himself to be most
capable of conjoining the cultures and traditions of Thai
society with the technologies of the West so as to develop
the country and to assist the people, especially the rural
poor. This has been most evident in agriculture, irrigation
and water supply, and forest protection and rejuvenation.
He is engaged in development with due recognition to
Thainess, to promote self—help, and to achieve a balance

between material and spiritual development.

An important objective of Asian countries in their
march to the 217 Century will be good governance. They
ought to be able to fashion a model of good governance

which blends their unique heritage with material progress

ﬁ
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in the midst of the changing environment. From this
process may indeed ensue an alternative model to the
Western one; a model which will demonstrate that Asia
has come of age. Credibility will thus be lent to the belief
that while the 20" Century is the Century of the West, the
21" Century will be the Century of Asia.

The 21" Century, the golden century for Asia, is
arriving. Asian nations will determine how far this region
will progress and in what direction. They will do so with
intellect and understanding, and with friendly cooperation,

so as to achieve sustainable development in Asia
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Thai Experience in Combating Insurgency

Manila, March 4, 1995
TR

The Honorable Rafael M. Aluman
The Honorable Renato S. De Villa
General Arturo Enrile,

Officers of the AFP,
Distinguished Friends,

I count myself doubly fortunate:first,to be here in the
company of distinguished friends of the Phillppine Armed
Forces with whom we in the Royal Thai Armed Forces
have traditionally enjoyed close ties of friendship and
fraternity; and, secondly,to be given the opportunity to
share a few thoughts with you on this happy occasion.
I am thankful to His Excellency President Fidel V.Ramaos
for his kind invitation to visit once more your great coun—
try. I also wish to thank General Arturo Enrile, Chief of
Staff of the AFP, our gracious host, for his generous
hospitality this evening.
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Incidentally, visiting the Philippines this time arouncd
comes with a special bonus. This morning, I was with His
Excellency the President attending the graduation ceremony
at the Military Academy in Baguio. I found myself sharing
the pride and excitement of the new graduates, reliving
vividly the “"moment of birth” of my own military career,
At one stroke, I felt as if fifty years had been talen off my
age., That, gentlemen, was the special bonus!

Distinguished Guests,

I understand that this audience may be interested in
comparing notes on our respective experiences in combat—
ting insurgency. Where the Thai experience is concerned,
I do not think you would expect me to go through the
technicalities of the formal provisions, by which I mean the
relevant regulations and orders, in particular, Prime Minister's
Order No. 66/23. Rather, it may be more useful if I could
give an account, some of which would necessarily be from
a personal angle, focussing on how we in Thailand
perceived the problem of insurgency, how we set about
addressing those problems as well as the underlying
rationale for the policy and various measures we adopted.

Of course, I would not be so presumptuous as to say that
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our own experience might be applicable, or even relevant, to
situations and problems found elsewhere. That's for others
to say. Situations and problems do vary from place to
place, both in their nature and magnitude.

Distinguished Friends,

For me, it began 22 years ago towards the end of
1973. I was assigned to the Second Army Region in the
Northeast of Thailand, well-known then as the hot—bed of
communist insurgency. Though I vaguely knew that the
situation there had become critical, I had little or no true
knowledge of the problem. On the second day of my
arrival, I lost tweniy—three of my men in one single
ambush. The whole town barely had enough coffins to put
them in. I was plunged into the depths of sadness — — lost

Jfor an answer.

It took us quite a while to grasp the nature of the
problem. Suffice it for me perhaps to point out certain

salient features.

First, communist infiltration into the local peopulace
was so deep—rooted, so widespread that we had no means
of knowing foes from friends. Every day, we would be fired
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on by those whom we mistook as friends or we ourselves
would be firing on people mistaken as foes. Unless this
basic question could be resolved, there was not the remot—
est chance that we could be resolved, there was not the

remotest chance that we could even begin to grapple with

the situation.,

Second, this had to do with the perception each side
had of the other. In my early days, my own perception of
the self-styled Communist Party of Thailand or CPT and

their sympathizers was one of the invading enemies from

some foreign land, people who must be put down at all

cost. And certainly I was not alone in harboring that kind
of an attitude which had over time been seeping into our
collective mentality. Nor could I , at the same time,
understand why local inhabitants were full of mistrust for
the authorities in all the manifestations. As soon as we set
foot in a village, their villagers would run away;at best,
they would ignors our presence and instantly clamp up
upon our approach. The misperception and the distrust

were evidenty mutual.

This leads me to my third point, that is, trying to
identify the cause of this mistrust. Of course, we had heard

of oppressive practices which officialdom in remote areas

ﬁ
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were prone to. But to come across it at first hand made us
intensely conscious of the intimidation, the harassment and
exploitation which had become all too routine. Once we
succeeded in getting the villagers to talk to us, we learned
of extortions, of husbands and sons being summarily “put
away at the slightest suspicion or of daughters being
abducted to satisfy the casual needs of someone or another,
In short, officialdom was its own enemy, twrning ordinary
villagers into communist sympathizers determined to avenge

the wrongs perpetrated.

Lastly, people in the rural Northeast at the time were
so poor that they more or less became economic outcasts.
They were living a hand to mouth existence at the very
outer edge of society. For them, food was whatever could be
gathered at large, day to day or moment to moment. They
had no schooling, thus condemned to a similarly bleak

future.
Generally, villages were inaccessible. One day, having

covered some distance on foot on the way to a village, we
came across coconut trees. Tired and thirsty, we asked the
owner who was standing nearby if we could buy some
coconuts., He happily brought over the coconuts, Asked
how much we should pay for the coconuts, he said that he
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didn't know because he had never sold a coconut in his
life, To me, this showed the extent of the neglect, People
were being abandoned to an existence beyond the pale of

society.

I for one did not subscribe to the view that the
insurgency was a question of ideological struggle. It was
poverty and neglect that were the fertile soil on which the
CPT could easily sow the seeds of discontent

Distinguished Guests,

As you can see, we were caught in a vicious spiral:
mistrust begat mistrust, violence begat violence. The
magnitude of the problem was such that we could not hope
to solve it all at once, but a start had to be made
somewhere. The first step was to win trust. We went in
and offered to help: teaching children to read, tilling the
fields, tending to the sick or doing whatever chores they
would let us. I distinctly remember one village which was
especially difficult. The first time our men went in they had
to pitch camp outside the village because they would not
be let in. Villagers just hurled insults and abuses at them.
Luckily, the man we picked to lead that squad was a man
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of understanding and perseverance. Thought repeatedly turmned
away, he would always be back the next marning offering
help to villagers working in the fields. It took all of seven
months before the villagers started to feel sorry for our men

and agreed to join in the Self—defense Volunteers Program.

This Self—defense Volunteers Program was later to
become the thrust of our counter—insurgency campeaign in
that it served as the organizational framework for dialogue
and interaction with the villagers at grassroot level. The
Program took on life from an initiative of a local District
Officer whose commitment to his work was total. He went
around recruiting local teachers, village leaders or just
acquaintances, engaging them in discussion on how best to
organize and train self—defense volunteers to resist the
CPT. We simply amplified on his initiative and extended it
to cover all other villages.

Volunteers began to trickle in and we also started to
learn who our friends were. Even if there were CPT
infilirators among the volunteers, we would at least be able
to keep an eye on them, to monitor their movements.
We would know where they were and what they did at
various times of the day and night. Some would vanish

into the jungle at night and return to the village in the
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morning. In truth, the villagers themselves already knew
who these so—called “jungle people” were. It was a question
gaining their trust and confidence before they were prepared
to tell us what they knew.

It was within the framework of this Program too that
we made sure the villagers could also distinguish between
friends and foes, between the good and the bad elements
within the bureaucracy. A mechanism was put into place
enabling us to effect the instant removal of the bad
elements from the scene once they were identified as such,
with displinary action taken where needed, Justice had to

be seen to be done for it to have any credibility.

What I have described were essentially measures to
contain the CPT. By far the more formidable task was how
to tackle the widespread poverty which we saw as the root
cause of insurgency and indeed all social ills, The Second
Army Region, despite being the unified command of millitary
and civilinn resources in the Northeast, had its obvious
limitations. We had to do the best we could. We started by
identifying three main areas in which we could be of help
to the villagers: means of subsistence, schooling and health

care. In all these areas, the aim was to “help them help
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themselves”. We simply did not have enough budget to
give hand-outs, nor did we have enough manpower to carry
out the work on that scale. If money was given out, it was
for seeds, farming tools, pouliry stocks or fish stocks for
the ponds. Volunteers in each locality served as manpower;
once trained, they were put to work applying and extending
their newly acquired skills, be it in teaching or in rudimen—
tary medical knowledge. The response we had from the
volunteers, all of whom worked without pay or personal
gain, went beyond anything I had expected or indeed had

any right to expect.
Distinguished Friends,

The above account represents the separate pieces
which came together forming the policy known as “politics
before military.” Experience gained in the Second Army
Region was then extended to all other Army Regions when
I became Commander—in—Chief of the Royal Thai Army.

Subsequently, “Politics before Military” became the
underlying rationale of Prime Minister's Order No.66/23,
which during my time as Head of Government, came to
stand as the clear policy directive for all Government

agencies in the country-wide effort to put an end to insur—
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gency by peaceful means. Someone has rightly
observed that it was a time when guns were replaced by
words.

In retrospect, it may be asked, what made it work?
In my mind, the most important thing was what we had
together, call it “Shared conviction” or “common resolve”
if you will, which cut across all barriers. From the
Commanding General to the privates, from the Provincial
Governor to the Village Heads, from the District Officer
who was behind the Self-defence Volunteers Program, the
platoon leader who never gave up despite seven months of
insults and abuses to the young men and women who
volunteered as teachers and medical trainees, all pulled
together selflessly as Thais in the fight to win back their
country and fellow countrymen from the clutches of the
CPT.

Together, the Thai nation found the way—our way,
to end the hatred and killing between brothers and
compatriots. The result, as you know, made us all very
proud. I know that the Phillpines also has her way; and in
my heart, I know that your way will be rewarded with the
success it deserves, and it too will become a source of pride
for all the people of this great nation.

%
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“Sufficiency Economy : His Majesty's Philosophy
Jor Development”
By
H.E.General Prem Tinsulanonda

President of The Privy Council and Statesman
at the Leadership Forum 2001
Imperial Queen's Park Hotel, Bangkok

March 15, 2001
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Mr.Chairman,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Participantis,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thailand now finds herself at another defining
moment of her economic destiny. Swept over by tidal waves
of the financial crisis nearly four years ago, we, luckily, are
up, back on our feet — though still gasping for breath. As
we pick up the pieces, some soul-searching may be in

order, and along with it, a search for a new way.
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It is, therefore, a great honor for me to be here among
such a distinguished audience at the Leadership Forum
2001. It is even a greater honor for me to speak on the
“Sufficiency Economy”  as an enlightened way
forward, as a jfeasible approach to achieving the common
objective of a stable, equitable, and durable development for
all the people and communities in our land. As you are
aware, Sufficiency Economy is a philosophy, graciously
bestowed on us by our beloved Monarch, His Majesty the
King.

For three decades before the crisis, Thailand was one
of the few economies growing at the fastest rates in the
world. Income per head stood at almost 3,000 dollars in
1996, a big leap from less than 700 dollars in 1980. But
the severity of the crisis went far beyond the bounds of our
imagination and experience. Our people, our communities
have suffered greatly especially those lacking the resources
and social protection to fall back on — the unemployed, the

poor, small businesses, and marginal farmers.

We have yet to recover fully from the painful loss and
dislocations. We have yet to regain fully our sense of

dignity, self—respect, and confidence which have severely
diminished in the drawn—out process of adjustment.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Since the crisis, globalization has often been seized
upon by some as the ready scapegoat for the havoc in its
wake. In this new era, borders have indeed become less
significant. Trade, investment and capital are able to move
virtually  freely worldwide, creating a new international
environment directed and driven by the more or less unfet—
tered market forces. This has rapidly led to an
increasingly integrated global economy, conferring benefits
on countries that have proven adept at taking advantage of
opportunities, but globalization, at the same time, carries
with it great risks ready to exact heavy punishment from

countries which are caught unprepared or treat it lightly.

Thailand, having benefited greatly during the previous
three decades of rapid growth, let down its guard and left
itself badly exposed to those risks. Market forces, whose
purpose is the maximization of profits, could not care less
who was to suffer or become bankrupt. Countries, large and
small, can be highly vulnerable to external shocks, be it
volatility in capital flows, contagion risk, export competi—

tiveness, and exchange rate risk.
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The severe over-reliance of our private sector on
short-term, foreign currency denominated loans became our
undoing. At the end of 1996, it reached the unprecedented
height of 70 billion US dollars. The massive capital flows
were attracted by the country's economic success and the
enabling environment following the country’s liberalization
policy and the dismantling of capital controls. Such flows
were a double-edged sword. While it fueled the burgeoning
economic growth, it also engendered latent hazards in the
mounting current account deficits. The exit of capital flows
proved faster than its entry, following the “herd behavior”
in the loss of investor confidence, which led to the severe

liquidity and currency crises.

Globalization, in my mind, can be a force for good
and is above all a stark reality that cannot be wished
away, nor can it be stopped. The task of integrating
ourselves into the new global environment makes it
imperative for us to find a way to make the most of the
opportunities while shielding ourselves from the negative
aspects of globalization.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Domestically, the seeds of failure had already been
sown well before the fateful month of July 1997. Economic
growth, higher incomes, and material accumulation were
being pursued increasingly as ends in themselves. The
volumes, variety and speed of economic and financial
activities and services expanded at a breakneck pace.
Impressive sky-high buildings transformed the landscapes
of many cities and towns in Thailand. Sky-high corporate
profits and salaries, and conspicuous consumption were
being confused with economic development itself, as were

prestige projects and prestigious material trappings.

Thailand was living far beyond its means, with
economic development being defined and understood too
narrowly, which resulted in extremes and excesses. As I
said, these were, for the greater part, financed by the huge
flows of short-term foreign borrowings. Opportunities were
squandered when borrowed capital was channeled into
non-productive sectors. The needed sense of self-reliance

and prudence as collective social values seemed to have

been gradually cast aside.




I have long held the view that poverty is the root of
all problems facing our nation, and most of my life in
public service has been dedicated to the task of alleviating
poverty, in the firm belief that it would help solving each
and every one of those problems. But this crisis made the
yawning gap between the haves and have-nots widen
even further, against a background of searing costs and
disappearing social warmth. Unrelenting quest for material
wealth seemed to have undermined compassion and caring,
which in turn weakened the social fabric, community bond,

and traditional values.

Ladies and Gentlemen

On the brighter side, 1 fully agree with those who say
that we have managed, with much personal sacrifices and
despite the social costs, to achieve a turn-around from the
1997 crisis. But, clearly, we should draw some lessons
from our unhappy experience. We simply cannot go on
with our old ways and old habits as if nothing had
happened.
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Over the years, His Majesty the King has graciously
reminded us constantly not to lose our bearings, not to be
lured by the glitter of empty labels : being hailed as a
“tiger economy” or a “newly—industrialized country”, as it
turned out, had little meaning or substance. As the whole
nation was laboring under hardships brought on by the
crisis, his subjects derived consolation and encouragement
from His Majesty’'s observations on how to conduct oneself
in the face of such adversity. Our Monarch gave us a
number of principles contained in His philosophy on

“Sufficiency Economy”

I do not pretend to have a full grasp of the principles
involved in all their profundity and intended intricacies, but
I do know that it is surely in our best interest to make the
effort, however modest, to understand and draw inspiration
from the wisdom of His Majesty.

Sufficiency Economy has as its thrust “the middle
path as the overriding principle for appropriate conduct
by the populace at all levels”. The middle path, when
practiced at the level of the individuals, families and
communities, as well as collectively in the choice of a

balanced national development strategy, will provide a firm

foundation for all in standing up to the trials and

ﬁ
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challenges of today's world. It means moderation in all
human endeavors, reining in expectations to within the
bounds of self-support and self-reliance, having enough to
live on. It lessens human proneness to the extremes and
excesses, both in our insatiable appetite for wealth and
wasteful consumption, which marked the period leading up
to the crisis.

Sufficiency Economy does not advocate isolationism
but presupposes the inevitable process of increasing global
interdependence. What it does envisage and promote is the
way towards a smoother, and more successful, integration
of the Thai economy into the sweeping and stormy process
of globalization. Moderation could be the means by which
the sail of interdependece can be trimmed and adjusted
so as to prevent the boat from being capsized by
over-dependence. We all have seen how over-dependence
made us extremely vulnerable to the whims of international
capital which, on its part was not immune to the influence
of herd behavior,

Knowledge is an integral component of Sufficiency
Economy. Our successive Chakri Kings have over the
centuries placed great importance on learning from the
outside world in ensuring the survival and the modernization
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of our country. Today the acquisition of knowledge, not
Jjust in the sciences and the technologies but also of other
nations’ experiences in development and reforms,
continues to play a central role in capacity building and in
charting the course of our own national development. Here,
his Majesty urges prudence in the application of knowledge,
“in particular, great care is needed in the utilization of
untested theories and methodologies for planning and
implementation”. The question which I have often asked
myself in this connection, albeit with the benefit of
hindsight, is whether we have been a little too unquestioning
and a little too fast in embracing forces of the market from
outside ? Could we have been more discriminate and selective

in our approach ?

Sufficiency Economy seeks to strengthen the symbiosis
and harmony between man and his natural environment.
The crisis has brought into sharp focus His Majesty’s
lifelong work in agriculture and conservation, built up over
the years with a great number of the Royally-initiated
projects. Agriculture, the mainstay of the majority of the
Thai population who are still toiling in poverty, can serve
as a buffer against external shocks, testifying to the value
of “getting back to basics”. For too long, the growth-
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oriented strategy has led to the rapid depletion of environ—
mental assets priced cheaply at below their replacement
cost. Conservation is but an integral part of sustainable
development. His Majesty has truly been teaching us by
example, be they His prgjects to restore watershed areas

through reforestation, or to reverse desertification or to
harness the sometimes destructive forces of nature such as
flooding, benefiting at the same time from power generation
and irrigation.

Towering above all else as a constant in any overall
equation is the need “to strengthen the moral fiber of the
nation, so that everyone, particularly public officials,
theorists and businessmen, adheres first and formost to the
principles of honesty and integrity”. It is true that at times
people were badly demoralized on being turned into paupers
overnight. Each, out of necessity, went his own way, caring
little, if at all, for his fellow men. Moral fiber gradually
reinforced, contributed to the collective national resilience,
and seemed to be the single most important factor that
kept us afloat and pulled us through the crisis.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

His Majesty's “Sufficiency Economy was timely in
pointing the way forward. It gave heart to His people
when they were in dire need, and was so well received that
it now provides the foundation for the formulation, now in

progress, of the Ninth National Economic and Social
Development Plan (2002—-2008).

Beyond the national context, “Sufficiency Economy”
has been acclaimed by the international community at
the Tenth United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) in February 2000 which expressly
recognized His Majesty as “the Developer King . There is
perhaps no better way to conclude my presentation than to
repeat the tribute paid to His Majesty in the Statement of
the Conference, and I quote

“This remarkable resilience reflects the strength of the Thai
nation. And that strength has been nurtured and
developed by His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulvadej, the King
of Thailand, who is the soul of his nation. Through his caring
leadership, His Majesty has earned the abiding love
and profound respect of his people, and through his thinking

he has laid the foundation for and inspired his country's




development strategy. His Majesty's philosophy of a “sufficiency
economy” now lies at the heart of Thailand's development
thinking.... The experience of Thailand offers fundamenital
lessons to all of us and the Thai nation is living testimony to
the efficacy of the King's actions and boundless compassion.”

Thank you
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“Thailand - A Monarchy in a Globalized World”
By
H.E.General Prem Tinsulanonda

President of The Privy Council and Statesman

The Asia Society, Washington D.C
May 24, 2001
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Excellencies,
Distinguished Guesis,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am deeply honored to be here in Washington D.C.
addressing this distinguished gathering of friends of
Thailand. For this privilege, I wish to thank our gracious
co—hosts and organizers for the occasion : the Asia
Society, the Bank of America and UNOCAL.

Our co-hosts all stand, in their own admirable ways,
as living testimony to the mutually rewarding partnership
between two firm friends and allies, the United States and
the Kingdom of Thailand, which has been thriving for well

over a century.
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The subject I have chosen for today is one close to
my heart. I hope to shed more light, from my own
perspective, on my country’s path of progress-social,
political and economic, under the wise guidance of our
beloved Monarch, His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej.
These will be but some thoughts on what we, as a Nation,
have achieved, how we fared in recent past and where are
we heading for in the face of unprecedented challenges of

the new global environment.,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thailand has been able to keep a steady hand in
steering a course through the devastating shocks of the
recent financial crisis. Our social fabric has withstood the
kind of forces and disruptions well capable of tearing it
apart. Hard won democratic values and institutions, long
and carefully nurtured, not only survived but became more
firmly embedded and sirengthened.

This resilience, tested and proven time and again,
bodes well for the future development of our widely
acclaimed open society and open economy. Ask any Thai
you may come across, he or she will be emphatic in his or
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her conviction that our society and its resilience draw their
strength and sustenance from the unifying role of our
Monarchy.

In keeping with the traditional ideals of Thai
Kingship, His Majesty has always been a leader of
compassion who is alert to the needs of his people and
conscious of his duty to guide them. His Majesty carries
out this royal responsibility through a remarkable degree
of personal contact and direct personal involvement in
activities carefully crafted to promote the livelihood of His
Majesty subjects, particularly the rural poor.

During over fifty years of His reign, His Majesty
ceaselessly travelled the length and breadth of His
Kingdom, defying physical discomforts and inconveniences,
to ascertain for himself local conditions even in the
remotest corner of the land. Central in His Majesty'’s
approach to rural development was the desire for the rural
community to be self~supporting. This has been achieved
through the provision of basic facilities necessary for
agricultural production such as secure water supply and
effective irrigation. In addition, the local villagers have
been introduced to the practical knowledge and appropriate
technology of production through successful demonstration
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models. For the migratory hilltribes living in the
mountainous region along Thai-Lao and Thai-Myanmar
borders, His Majesty has initiated crop substitution
programs to replace traditional cultivation of opium poppies,
and located educational and medical facilities at their
settlements. Through the successful Hilltribe Development
Projects, His Majesty has given the hilltribes a real sense
of belonging to the Thai society.

Indeed, the personal bonds of understanding and
affection between the Royal Family and the Thai people
never seem to wane but continue to grow closer and
stronger. The modern Monarchy has proven to the Thai
people its relevance and vitality. The Monarchy became
the focal point that brings together people from all
backgrounds and shades of political thought and gives
them an intense awareness of their common heritage of
being Thai,

It is this potent moral force residing in the person of
His Majesty which has on many an occasion pulled
Thailand out from the brink of disasters. The King has
been the ultimate stabilizing force when the country faced
critical moments of seemingly deadlocked political
confrontation. @ The King granted advice that eased
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tensions and prevented more bloodshed. He provided equally
wise counsel during Thailand's struggle against the
insurgency, suggesting solutions aimed at relieving rural
poverty and inspiring cofidence in the government's
constructive efforts. Each of these personal contributions of
His Majesty stands as true milestones in the envolution of

Thai democracy.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

For the past three decades, Thailand was one of the
few economies growing at the fastest rates in the world.
Income per head stood at almost 3,000 dollars in 1996,
a big leap from less than 700 dollars in 1980. Then in
1997, the crisis hit us with such a severity that went far
beyond the bounds of our imagination and experience. As
a nation, we were impoverished overnight. Hardest hit
were those lacking the resources and social protection to
fall back on - the unemployed, the poor, small business,

and marginal farmers.

Much soul-searching followed the crisis, and, with it,
also a search for a new way. We found inspiration in the

philosophy of “Sufficiency Economy" which His Majesty




synthesized from his lifelong work and experience in
development. For the Nation, Sufficiency Economy
represents an enlightened way forward, as a feasible
approach to achieving the common objective of a stable,
equitable, and durable development for all the people and

communities in our land.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Since the crisis, globalization has often been seized
upon by some as the ready scapegoat for the havoc created
in its wake. In this new era, spurred on by information
technology, borders have become less significant leading to
an increasingly integrated global economy. Globalization
confers benefits on countries adept at taking advantage of
opportunities, but at the same time it exacts heavy
punishment from countries caught unprepared or treating
it lightly.

Countries, large and small, can be highly vulnerable to
external shocks, be it velatility in capital flows,
exchange rate risk, export competitiveness, and contagion
risk. Thailand was no exception. Having benefits greatly
during the previous three decades of rapid growth, Thailand
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let down its guard and left itself badly exposed to those risks.

For Thailand, the severest external shock was the
massive capital inflow. By the end of 1996, private sector
short-term foreign loans reached the unprecedented height
of 70 billion US dollars. Such flows were a double-edged
sword. While it fueled the burgeoning economic growth, it
also engendered latent hazards in the mounting current
account deficits. The exit of capital flows proved faster
than its entry, following the “herd behavior” in the loss of
investor confidence, which led to the severe liquidity and

currency crises.

Sadly, opportunities were squandered when borrowed
capital was channeled into non-productive sectors.
Economic development was defined and understood too
narrowly, which resulted in extremes and excesses.
Economic growth, higher incomes and material accumula—
tion were being pursued increasingly as ends in themselves.
Conspicuous consumption was being confused with
economic development itself, as were prestige projects and
prestigious material trappings. The needed sense of

self-reliance and prudence as collective values were

gradually cast aside.
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In our headlong rush for overall growth, we
downgraded the one key essential in economic and social
development, namely, alleviation of poverty. I have long
held the view that poverty is the root of all problems Jacing
our nation, and most of my life in public service has been
dedicated to the task of alleviating poverty, in the firm
belief that it would help solving each and every one of
those problems. But this crisis made the yawning gap
between the haves and have-nots widen even further, against
a background of searing costs and disappearing social
warmth. Unrelenting quest for material wealth seemed to
have undermined compassion and caring, which in turn
weakened the social fabric, community bond, and tradi-

tional values.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let it be misunderstood, globalization, in my mind,
can be a force for good and is above all a stark reality
that cannot be wished away, nor can it be stopped.
We have no choice but to integrate ourselves into the new
global environment. In this task it is imperative for us to
find a way to make the most of the opportunities while
shielding ourselves from the negative aspects of globalization.
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On the brighter side, I fully agree with those who say
that we have managed, with much personal sacrifices and
despite the social costs, to achieve a turn—around from
thel997 crisis. But, clearly, we should draw some lessons
from our unhappy experience. We simply cannot go on with
our old ways and old habits as if nothing has happened.

Over the years, His Majesty the King has graciously
reminded us constantly not to lose our bearings, not to
be lured by the glitter of empty labels: being hailed as a
“tiger economy” or a “newly industrialized country”, as it
turned out, had little overindulgence in luxury, but enough.
Sufficiency is moderation in all human activities, reining in
craving and greed to within the bounds of self-support and
self-reliance, having enough to live on. If one has less
greed, one will not take advantage of others in the
fulfillment of one's desires. It thus lessens human proneness
to the extremes and excesses, both in owr insatiable
appetite for wealth and wasteful consumption, which marked
the period leading up to the crisis.

“Sufficiency Economy"” does not advocate isolationism
but presupposes the inevitable process of increasing global
interdependence. What it does envisage and promote is the
way towards a smoother, and more successful, integration
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of the Thai economy into the sweeping and stormy process
of globalization. Moderation could be the means by which
the sail of interdependence can be trimmed and adjusted
50 as lo prevent the boat from being capsized by
over-dependence. We all have seen how over-dependence
made us extremely vulnerable to the whims of international
capital which, on its part, was not immune to the influence
of herd behavior.

Knowledge is an integral component of Sufficiency

Economy. Our successive Chakri Kings have over the
centuries placed great importance on learning from the
outside world in ensuring the survival and the modernization
of our country. Today the acquisition of knowledge, not just
in the sciences and the technologies but also of other
nation’s experiences in development and reforms,
continues to play a central role in capacity building and in
charting the course of our own national development. Here,
His Majesty urges prudence in the application of knowledge,
“in particular, great care is needed in the utilization of untested
theories and methodologies for planning and implementation”,
The question which I have often asked myself in this
connection, albeit i'.ﬂiﬂ':l the benefit of hindsight, is whether
we have been a little too unquestioning and a little too fast
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in embracing forces of the market from outside? Could we
have been more discriminate and selective in our approach?

“Sufficiency Economy” seeks to strengthen the
symbiosis and harmony between man and his natural
environment. The crisis has brought into sharp focus His
Majesty's lifelong work in agriculture and conservation,
built up over the years with a great number of the
Royally-initiated projects. Agriculture, the mainstay of the
majority of the Thai population who are still toiling in
poverty, can serve as a buffer against external shocks,
testifying to the value of “getting back ot basics”. For too long,
the growth-oriented strategy has led to the rapid depletion
of environmental assets priced cheaply at below their
replacement cost. Conservation is but an integral part of
sustainable development. His Majesty has truly been teaching
us by examples, be they His projects to restore watershed

areas through reforestation, or to reverse desertification
or to harness the sometimes destructive forces of nature
such as flooding benefiting at the same time from power
generation and irrigation.

Al
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Towering above all else as a constant in any overall
equation is the need “to strengthen the moral fiber of the
nation, so that everyone, particularly public officials, theorists
and businessmen, adheres first and foremaost to the principles of
honesty and integrity”. It is true that at times people were
badly demoralized on being turned into paupers overnight.
Each, out of necessity, went his own way, caring little, if
at all, for his fellow men. Moral fiber, gradually reinforced,

contributed to the collective national resilience, and seemed

to be the single most important factor that kept us afloat
and pulled us through the crisis.

His Majesty’s “Sufficiency Economy.” was timely in
pointing the way forward. It gave heart to his people when
they were in dire need, and was so well received that it
now provides the foundation for the formulation, now in
progress, of the Ninth National Economic and Social Develop-
ment Plan (2002-2008). And, beyond the national context,
“Sufficiency Economy" has been acclaimed by the interna—
tional community at the Tenth United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in February 2000
which expressly recognized His Majesty as

he—e e
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“the Developer King"

Permit me, here, to draw on the tribute paid to His
Majesty in the Statement of the UNCTAD Conference, and
I guote

“This remarkable resilience reflects the strength of the Thai
nation. And that strength has been nurtured and developed by His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, the King of Thailand, who is the
soul of his nation, Through his caring leadership, His Majesty has
earned the abiding love and profound respect of his people, and through
his thinking he has laid the foundation for and inspired his country’s
development strategy. His Majesty's philosophy of a “Sufficiency
Economy” now lies at the heart of Thailands development thinking... The
experience of Thailand offers fundamental lessons to all of us and the
Thai nation is living testimony of the efficacy of the King's actions

and boundless compassion.”
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

It has always been-and. in my view, always will be, the
case that Thailand's destiny is firmly tied to the wise leadership

and unifving force of our Monarchy.

During the over fifty years of His reign, His Majesty has
more than demonstrated the relevance and vitality of our
supreme institution, guiding us through the difficult but steady
transformation of Thailand into the modern nation that it is
today.

Thank vou
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